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THE ARABIC PORTION OF THE CAIRO 
GENIZAH AT CAMBRIDGE. 

[Fifth Article.) 

The following instalment of Genizah fragments belonging 
to the Taylor-Schechter Collection comprises several origi- 
nal documents, the chief interest of which consists in the 
circumstance that they are fully dated, all of them having 
been written in the deventh century. They are also of some 
historical value, showing family and commercial intercourse 
between Jewish communities in various coast towns and 
islands of the Mediterranean Sea. 

All the documents have one feature in common, viz. that 
they relate to questions of civil law. The eras on which 
the dates are based are the usual Jewish ones, except in 
one case in which the Hebrew month and the complete 
Mohammedan date is given. From this it may be assumed 
that the matter had been brought before the Mohammedan 
authorities. 

Another noteworthy coincidence is that two of the 
documents relate to members of the family Al QabisL 
Of two brothers of this family the one lived at Sicily, and 
the other at Alexandria, other members at Kairowan and 
Tripoli. They had also family connexions with Marseilles. 
Two ai'e dated from Fostat (Old Kahira), while two mention 
no place. The writer of one of these was a native of 
Akko. 

The more I study the fragments of this collection, the 
more I feel how indebted we are to Dr. Schechter, who was 
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responsible for the recovery of this treasure, and to him, 
Dr. Taylor, and the authorities of the Cambridge Univeraity 
Library for placing them at the disposal of students. 



XIV. 
T-^. 6 Ja. 2. 

Vellum, six leaves, 10x5 cm. The document is written 
across the two pages, fols. 3 verso and 3 recto : — 

' ' -mi ''a by anan anaji fioam ism 

a<t]} rrby wyn) .o'^n naa rhcn)D 

nainan bv oniOK'a Dmnan 

ny jnan n^bm p pmf .ly pan pm'> p b'\bm 

ly icye p "hv .ny Nisi's i'KioB> p pnx* 

*]y apyi p pnv* .ny apy p p|Di» 

ny pns* p onnaN .ny fiov p nnyo 

iy '>]>y<^ii 5)^)3 p nan .ny no^s5> p in 

ny pni:* p apy .iy pnv» p f[DV 

D^jv isDoi' nai niN» ^hm ^ba ra^ 

tty JO '''bbii awD p nts'jD 

y3-iNi»K nooai yan ^iw s^n 3''i>N''3 nno 
hbh nb^ ponm nsxi 

Teanslation. 

Sum total forty-seven dareikos and a half. The document was 
written by Asher, the agent of the daughter of Hayyim. The 
following witnesses signed the marriage contract. 

(Follow the names.) 

In the year 1324 of the Greek era (1013 0. E.). 

Manasse b. Mahub, the Levite, of Akko. 
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XV. 

T-S. 8 Ja. a \ 

One leaf, 17x14 cm. 

This document relates to a lawsuit concerning a legacy, 
but is unfortunately in so dilapidated a condition that a 
translation is impossible. There are, however, several facts 
which can be still made out. The plaintiff was Moses, 
called Ibn Amran, son of Jacob Al Qabisi, who pleaded his 
cause before the Beth Din of Kairowan. His father Jacob 
had died in Sicily ^, and Sahlun, a brother of the latter, in 
Alexandria. His mother was Jamama. daughter of Jacob b. 
Aaron b. Al Jasus of Maraeilles. He also had a bi-other, Josef 
b. Jacob, of Tripoli, who at the time of the lawsuit lived in 
Egypt. Moses himself spent some time in Sicily with Abraham 
b. David Sagmad. The claims of the widow and her two 
sons seem to have been settled in a document which was 
dated Wednesday, 30 EUul [4]79a (Aug. 30, 1032), and 
authenticated by the signatures of several witnesses. 
Thereupon Moses wished to write a letter to his brother 
Joseph, assuring him that he would leave his mother in 
peace. This letter remained with her in the Beth Din. 
She, on her part, expressed herself in a document as 
demuiTing to the stipulations of that letter. This was 
followed by a final document which passed between 
Moses and Jacob. The date of the last-nam«d document 
was Thursday, ai Adar II, [i]845 Sel. = [4]794 (March 14, 
1034). Affixed are the names of several witnesses. 

nan('!)''D n!jN3i jsa pn nu '•a ''D2np apir- p }Ni»y ps nmoSjn hb^d ninx 
1D10 13K ^pv "'ain so^ njN NnvN-«N [nm\ p i>^^^ taaa jsiT'pi'Na 

1 As to history of the Jews in Sicily see Zunz, Zur Geschichte und 
Literafur, p. 484 sqq. 
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no«i li*"! pi npii'x ^i»'^ '•a i^oa d^io i80 "'"ii'N 

vith^i'i) pipTi JN3n (?)sin ^Jjd: (?)nnBNi rr-oaN 

ND10 }N3 nojNi ii>T i>ai mm pp miN ^i»^1 

nNDjD p in p omas t ^i'y fi^Jjpva ixa tiKh Nin 

np^tsw np eiiv (fjrcsiOH ii iwpi>iD nu^ n "-to 

(sic) nNOjj p T- "hv IN3 NO si'N n''D">a '?:h« is W ;« 

aipjr raa rioNO-' jn aNnai>K xin ia nx^n laii 

aipj>^ njtt sin pid cn ♦J'^dd^'n didkj5'x p fnn p 

jro? ""B j'snnjw Ni»i Nnij pnK^ j« ps ^bi 

Nmno nJD niap ip ntoni aipy nhjit naija «d 

jw njinN prinoD ^dio Nin }ni nnai'N hjid bp 

mp^) hi"- JN i'^aii'^ n-iaN* |n id bv js n^ 

•■DID «ni>Na • • vbn T^bno «m^i nann jk 

ftravhy pn nh^b «n • • •• bt(\ npnnoD np^pc Kin 

ime'ijK urbiin • • • d xh • niax pa* ndo n5> 

HT's'i' awn wty ^[ii>N] a i nv asna^JN t"iNrii 

Fitw j)'3 nei'B' na i^n p ntro ia ijijM hhb^n 

(?)n''X3ni'N •>^n ""ana pni'N mine' dip maw min» -la 

^Nin "la omaN iTaii la 

p|>asiD app* p siDi"'!' riNia ana'' inin win ""Did )n on 

Km:y aNnai>N «in nana ntss Tin pii maiDijK 

aNnaijN fwux smx ••b riNia nanai n jvn •-a 

Kin fjoi''^ Nin '•pic |o nyoNp nxna nipai niai»i»« 

nnoB'i> .ibK' ^iB' -nsa N'a n di"* Knansn 

pnO) mana • • omaN p jiSno mviB> n*i»yi» nxc'n 

(?)nmnn f\)biiT] mon k'nt lann dnBN "la nnyo 

n^i'SD p omaN "^tjha p ncns dmas la pnv* 

nnpo -a jna }N"'ax 
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XVI. 

T-S. 13 Ja. a. 

One leaf, 9x21 cm., large square char., signature different 
hand. 

»inj>»5'K jNO»i»D p jns wi^ND njk nSnoi>N Kin ♦£> ntja ana jd bip» 

D^poi'K dxya ja D-in-iaN jn ^an n^s pD'i»K i»Nn jj? nrpDi>N pxa 

N^ N-in Q^rfias »ijj? 6anK nd i'Npa wbvrhK ^jyo ^s xnaijn 

pn nn -i*j '•a sh pt n^a ^a vh ••B'a iT^y ^ma xh xm^j nS }n3' 

[NjyJoD Noa wanai J'taxai nil ^na in^jn p n»i5y nine' rinsnty »ni 

pEW nyanx NJi^h^N ovi'N »b Nin DNTiaNi? fian }ia^^ nish p 

onsD ooDaa nnoE'i' idk'k tub* tion ^a 

5: Dim 13 PiDi» 

Translation. 

The writer of this document says: We have asked Faraj b. 
Soleiman, known as Ibn Al Mqshr, with regard to the oath which 
the teacher Abraham b. Binyam is said to have sworn in the way of 
teaching. He said : I take no notice of this Abraham, nor of an oath 
nor anything else. I also cannot give evidence concerning him in 
any matter, either at the court or elsewhere. Whatever evidence is 
brought forward against him from now is false and worthless. We 
have written what we have heard from his own word, that it may 
serve him as a proof. Tuesday, 24 Tammuz, 1358 of the era of 
Documents (July 21, 1047) at Fostat in Egypt. 

Joseph b. I^a^uu. 

XVII. 

T-S. 13 Ja. 1 \ 

One leaf, 25 x 30 cm. 

(la) -lanijKi '■DaNp^N ) nnDi»N uk pa npnoK 

• • • 3 tK^« nnina D-in^N [i]aN fpf aT 

• • T5?^N • • • ^DiD p ona niinai ndhj p 

• • inB' b ^a i?^ p rhx onn ia ^i* i n • pa 
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'<by i?'!^ T-Jwn rin^n irm pijn 

frNO ya-iNi pyaoi nno 

Teanslation. 

Agreed between Abul-1-Surud b* Al Qabisi and the Eabbi R. Josef 
abul-Ra'is in the presence of the Sheikh . . . b. Na^man and in the 
presence of Karim b. Moses . . as witness [some affair about] twenty- 
four dinar. He shall receive every month two dinar (?j and the 
month of three dinars (?). This with the coming month Nisan which 
is Dul-Hijja 476 H. [= April, 1084]. 



xviii. 

T-S. 6 Ja. 3 \ 

y": Dnnas no -la pai^n id (?)-i3Di'N 

■ym p y"3 "b • • ^bn p b»ir\: "M^b 

n^b It3t5>a tanxip noioii on • • • jjji 

-ic liN v"i DmaN -la -ity^s 'loi' 

■•B na^n^ tit iia ni? jDii pa^n 

-iijsjT riyon ^a i^t i» ni» i»ipi n^j-i 

DNT-p N^N on -it?j> fiDDa K * ' * yam 

}D Si's KH^N snniS' /'• rho fitaopD 

nriB' ^a axon on 5' nntsB'i' N'hN fijo 

Teanslation. 

Mar Halfon b. Mar Abraham to Mar Nethanel b. Hillel ... of 

Egypt and five carat with an 1. 0. U. (?) against him 

in favour of Mar Elazar b. Abraham, brother of Mar Halfon, He 
assures him that every profit would accrue to him in this matter . . . 
.... nineteen dinars and one quarter ..... iifteen dim^ less 
one carat of full weight ? for thirteen months, beginning EUul 141 1 
of the era of Documeints [Aug. 1 100], Thirteen dim the amount of 
every month. 

Haetwig Hieschfeld. 

' Diamond? See Dozy, Suppl., s.v. iobi. 



